



Financial Year ending March i, 1888,
WITH THE REPORTS OF
THE CHIEF ENGINEER,
THE PRINCIPAL AND TREASURER OF
THE ROBINSON FEMALE SEMINARY,
THE
Public Library Committee,
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION,
AND
The Vital Statistics for 1887,
AS PREPARED BY THE TOWN CLERK.
EXETER, N. H.:







Financial Year p:ni)IX(; March i, 1888,
WITH THE REPORTS OF
THE CHIEE ENGINEER.
THE PRIXCn'AI. AND TREASURER OE
THE ROBINSON FEMALE SEMINARY,
THE
Public Lidrakv Coimmittee.
THE BOARD OF I^DUCATIGN.
The Vital Statistics for 1887,
AS PREPARED BY THE TOWN CLERK.
EXETER, N. H.:










COLLECTOR OF TAXES. *
LORENZO XEALEY.
SUPERVISORS.
ALBERT S. WETIIERELL. \VILLL\.\[ 11. P.ELKXAP.
JAMES W. ODLIX.
AUDITORS.




JOIIX A. BROWX. JOHN D. LVMAX.
(iEORGE W. WESrOX.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE.










CHARLES E. WARREX. Chief". AXDREW J. FOGG,
JACOB CARLLSLE. FRED W. BATCHELDER.
GEORGE W. GREEN. Clerk.
POLICE OFFICERS.
EDMUND THURSTON, Supt.. J. WARREN TH/FON.




770 polls, $77,000 00
Real estate. 1,778,460 00
445 liorses. 33^53^ 00
48 o.xen, 3'0'j8 00
356 cows. 8,967 00
76 other neat stuck. i)739 ^'^
138 sheep. 571 00
1 2 hogs. 122 00
87 carriages, 8)3^2 00
Stock in public fumls, 105,700 00
Stock in banks, etc., 57,000 00
Doomage, 328,500 00
Money on hand and at interest, 60.408 00
Stock in trade, 96,250 00




For the payment of the State tax, $5,728 00
County tax. 5,784 t,^
Schools by I.:i\v, 5,012 00
Schools ill atldition, 1,700 00
The payment of Town bonds, 4,000 00
Intere.st on the town debt, 960 00
Hydrant subsidy, 2,000 00
Tire Department, 2,000 00
Highways. 3,000 00
Bridges and sidewalks, 1,000 00
Support of the Poor. 600 00
Town Library, 500 00
Decorating the graves of Union Sol-
diers, 100 00
Lighting the streets, 948 00
Miscellaneous, IjSoo 00







Paid Town Treasurer, as per receipt. j> 11,721 27
Taxes abated for 1S78, 189 44
Si 1,910 71
IHWETT CONNER. ) Selectmen
I'HARLES H. TOVVLE, ' of
(iEORCE W. GREEN, ) Exeter.
AUDITORS' REPORT.
Exeter, March 6, 188S.
We, the undersigned, have this day examined the accounts of
the Selectmen, as exhibited to us by them, and find them well
vouched and correctly cast.
JOHN P. ELK INS, ) , ,:





Taxes for the year iS.S-, iiicludinn'
non-resident and lii^hwav. ^.i'''''^75 54
Dog tax for 18S7, 277 00
Outstanding taxes for 1886, i -50 c)0
Cash received from Selectmen for 1886, 523 53
I S87, 11,721 27
Cash on hand March t, 1887, 781 06
<;5 1,428 40
Cr.
Paid I)ilis approved by Selectmen includ-
ing town bonds and coupons, $46,985 76
note for borrowed monev, 1,000 00
interest '• 140 83
Outstanding taxes 1886. 90 5 i
( )utstanrling taxes, including non-resident
and highway, 1887, 2035 43
()utstan(Hng dog taxes, 1887, 116 00
Abatements of taxes, 1886, 156 59
" " taxes, including non-resident
and highway, 1887, 124 92
" dog taxes, 1887, CS 00
Cash on hand March t. i888, 765 36
$51,428 40
SAMUEL S. THYNG, Town Treasurer.
Exeter, March i, 1888.
TOWN OF EXETER
EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL.
P id town bonds,








Paid School Board, ^7)563 50
Appropriation, railroad tax, etc., 7,5^3 5°
TOWN LIBRARY.
Paid Library Committee, $500 00
Appropriation, 500 00
EXETER GAS LIGHT COMPANY.
Paid for lighting streets, S1075 20
" lamp posts, etc., 18S 04
$1263 24
Appropriation, S948 00
From contingent fund, 315 24
$1263 24
MOSES N. COLLINS POST, G. A. R.
Paid George W. Gadd, $100 00
Appropriation, 100 00
STATE TAX.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, $5,728 00
Appropriation, 5728 00
COUNTY TAX.




Paid Elbert Wheeler, Treasurer, hydrants, $2000 00




From contingent fund. 92 50
$2092 50
WATER FOUNTAIN IN PUBLIC SQUARE.
Paid C. H. (jray, stonework,
M. D. Jones & Co., fountain,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,






































HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES AND SIDEWALKS.
I S. A. Brown, breaking roads,
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Paid J. R. Staples, edge-stones,
ANNUAL REPORTS. I 5
Paid John M. Wadleigh, Surveyor, 1886,
18S7,
Samuel Holmes, lumber,
E. G. Robinson, labor,
B. W. Dow, Surveyor,
Cico. W. Wiggin, clay and gravel.
C. ^V. Young,
N. T. Batchelder & Son, masonry,






D. F. Hayes, gravel,
Henry Broughton, labor,
B. F. Abbott,
Exeter Man'f'g Co., ashes c\:c., 1886,
18S7,
flora L. Buxton, gravel,
G. W. Furnald, breaking roads,
C. V. Marston, painting road scraper
Levi G. Towle, lumber,
Jacob M. Ibwle, labor,
S. J. Colcord, plank,
E. H. Balch, labor,
A. J. Fogg,




i6 TOWN OF EXEIRR
POLICE AND CONSTABLES.
ANNUAL REPORTS.
Paid Adaline Durgin, land damages, 15 oo
Mary L. Oilman, ' 20 00
Mary E. Bell, " 100 00
E. A. Oilman, " 20 00
Daniel (Oilman, " 20 00
TOWN MALL.
Paid Exeter Coal Co.
Exeter Oas Light Co.,
John H. Taylor, Janitor,
E. H. Allenj
A. Conner, ''
Balance carried to contingent fund,
Received for use of Town Hall.
SUPPORT OF POOR.
Paid Sarah Adams, l)oard of C. Platcli-
elder, 1886.
Dr. L. Chesley, 1886,
1887.
Dr. W. (;. Perry,
A. S. Wetherell,
Charles Haley,
Mrs. C. A. Colbath, care of Mrs.
S. Hodgdon,
Mary E. Thing, care of Mrs. Try-






Paid Daniel W. Robinson,
ANNUAL REPORTS. 1
9
Paid S. J. Dudley,
TOWN OF EXETER.
Paid First Congregational Church
ANNUAL REPORTS.











Amount of assessments, ^277 00
Cr.
Amount collected,












Cash received from various sources as
per Selectmen's report, Si 2.244 80
Casli received from collector of taxes. 35,866 09
On hand March i, 1887, 781 06
Cr.
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AUDITORS' REPORT.
Exeter, N. H., March 6, 1888.
We, the undersigned have this day examined the accounts of
the Treasurer for the past year and find them well vouched and
correctly cast, with a balance of seven hundred and sixty-five
dollars and thirty-six cents in the treasury.
JOHN P. ELKINS, K^^^j^^,,




The expenditures the past year have been unusually large
and exhausted the appropriation in nearly every department.
The laying of the water pipes late last fall left the streets in a
very unsafe condition requiring constant care and expense to
keep them reasonably safe for public travel. In addition to
the surplus reported in the treasury we had to borrow one
thousand dollars the first of x-Xpril and another thousand the
first of May to pay running expenses and outstanding bills, (one
of which is since paid). The bill for breaking roads and side-
walks has been necessarily heavy. The Fire Department's
expenses were largely increased by the necessity of thoroughly
repairing the steamer and other bills. There was no appro-
priation for Police and Constables, nor for the large outlay of
the Health Officers.
2 6 TOWX OF EXF.TF.R
COMMITTEE REPORT.
To THE Town of Exktfr :
The Committee appointed at the last annual meeting to rec-
ommend what sums of money should be raised for the expen-
ditures of the town, for the year 1888-9, have attended to that
duty and recommend that the town raise the following sums :
For the payment of the State tax,
" " " County tax,
Schools by law,
Schools in addition,
The payment of Town bonds.
Interest on Town debt.
Hydrant subsidy.
Fire Department,
Highways, Bridges & Sidewalks,
Support of the Poor.
Town Library,






We recommend that the price of labor on the highways be











CHAS. A. MERRILL FUND.
INCOME TO BE DEVOTED TO THE SOLE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING
BOOKS FOR THE TOWN LIBRARY.
Capital, Jan. i, 1887, deposited in National Granite
State Bank, $5,000 00
1887
April 16, Invested in New Hampshire Trust Co.,
registered debenture 6 per cent,
bonds, payable Jan. i, 1897, $2,000 00
" Deposited in National Granite State at 3
per cent, interest, 3,000 00
*
INCOME RECEIVED.
On deposits in bank prior to April 16, 1887, $25 83
From interest on deposits in bank from April 16, 1887,
to Ja.i. 2, 1888, 63 75
Interest on bonds, 120 00
$209 58
EXPENDED.
By paid accrued interest on bonds from Jan. i, to
April 16, 1887, $35 59
Town Library Committee interest as per
receipt, 173 99
$209 58




GEORGE VV. GREEN,) Exeter.
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POLICE REPORT.
The undersigned begs leave to submit the following
:
Number of Lodgers, 510




In compliance with the law I respectfully submit my report
as Chief Engineer for the past year, giving account of fires and
alarms with the condition of the apparatus under my care.
We have been very fortunate in regard to fires, the depart-
ment having been called out but three times during the year.
The first alarm was a small blaze in the Blacksmith's shop of
the Exeter Manufacturing Company. The fire was extinguished
without assistance from the department.
The second alarm was given May 2, and was caused by a
slight fire in the dwelling house of Joseph Safford. Damage
was about $100.
On October 31, an alarm was given about 5.45 p. m.,
which proceeded from the mill of the Exeter Manufacturing
Company. The fire started in the fifth story and was well
under way when the department arrived on the ground.
The fire was so high and required such long lines of hose,
that it was some time before we got any water on, then the
Steamer would not work at all for a long time and then only
from one side. By this time the fire had increased to such an
extent that it was deemed advisable to ask assistance from
other towns. The call for aid was promptly responded to
from Haverhill and Dover, each city sending one Steamer.
By that time we had the fire under some control and I think
we should have stopped it without help. We had every foot of
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our hose in use and every company was out. The loss at this
fire was $45,000 which was covered by insurance. The appar-
atus under my charge is now in good condition. The
Steamer has been overhauled and thoroughly repaired at quite
an expense which will appear in the Treasurer's report. The
boiler at Steamer House was found to be in a bad condition
which caused another considerable outlay.
There has been some new apparatus purchased which will
also appear in the Treasurer's Report,
There is now 3500 ft. of hose belonging to the department,
700 ft. of that is old leather hose which has been in service four-
teen years, and is very bad. We need 1000 ft. more of re-
liable hose.
I would recommend the sale of the two hand engines when
they are of some value, if we retain them in service they must
be manned, which will require forty men.
It gives me great satisfaction to report the different organiza-
tions as being prompt and efficient in performance of duty.
I will now express my thanks to my assistant Engineers and
members of the department for the readiness with which they
respond to all their duties.




Honorable Board of Trustees :
111 the reports submitted to you in past years I have set
forth quite at length what seemed to be the needs and desider-
ata of our Seminary and as fully the methods of instruction em-
ployed in the school. The past year has been a continuance
of plans approved by you, with few innovations, hence an ex-
tended report at this time is unnecessary.
The following brief summary is respectfully submitted :
Department of Language and Geography.—Miss Shute's
year of experience in this department enabled her to take up
with a minimum of loss to the school, the work which Miss
Chase resigned for a more advanced field of labor. Physiology
has been added to Miss Shute's work and Miss Lufkin instructs
the Third Grade in Language.
Department of Latin Greek.—The changes in this depart-
ment have been the substitution of Collar and Daniell's "Be-
ginners Latin Book" for Jones' Latin Reader, and an increase
of the amount of Latin Prose taken by most of the classes.
Natural Sciences.—The subject of Chemistry was taught
last year by familiar lectures and dictations. Shepard's excel-
lent work is now used. It certainly seemed that ample pro-
visions were being made for the probable needs of the Seminary
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for many years to come when the laboratory was fitted up with
desks for the accommodation of twenty-four pupils. But the
class taking the study this year numbered twenty-seven. This
number made it necessary to divide the class into two sections
for lalioratory work, entailing upon me and my assistant a
large amount of extra labor. But this additional care and time
have been well expended as the smaller number working at the
same time has enabled me to give more immediate and per-
sonal attention to each pupil while at her desk. The class is
now taking a brief but comprehensive course in Qualitative
.\nalysis, using the so-called "wet tests." According to our
])resent curriculum the study of Chemistry should be completed
at the end of the present term. But as many of the pupils are
much interested in the subject I shall offer an elective of one
exercise per week during the spring term to any who may wish
to take it, an arrangement which should be made permanent.
The other studies in this department have been taught without
essential changes from the methods of former years.
Department OF Arithmetic AND History.—It has seemed
best to continue the review study of Arithmetic longer than in
former years. Algebra is however taken as contemplated in
the course of study, in the last half of the fourth year. During
that time two recitations per week are devoted to Arith-
metic and three to Algebra.
Library.—.\s recommended in my last report two new
book cases have been placed in the librarv. The smaller case
has been fitted up for the strorage of the physiological appara-
tus until it shall be needed for books. Several of the diction-
aries, volumes of cyclopedias and other valual)le and much
used works have been re-bound in a sul)stantial manner. But
few volumes have l)een added since the purchase made last
March.
The addition of the study of .American authors to the de-
partment of literature creates a need for standard American and
late English works and I recommend that such purchases be
immediatelv made.
ANNUAL KF.PORTS. 3;
Apparatus.—A globe and two new maps have in part sup-
plied a long standing deficiency in the study of Geography.
The tattered and unsightly cloth shutters in the physical reci-
tation room have been replaced by substantial wooden ones,
and the defective porte-lumiere by one of modern design with
provisions for vertical as well as horizontal projections to be
used in chemical and physical demonstrations. The projector
furnishes an inexpensive means of illustrating in a very satisfac-
tory manner a great many subjects. In the department of Art
prepared slides illustrative of Architecture, Sculpture and Paint-
ing, would be an invaluable adjunct and as they can he obtained
at small expense, I recommend that under Miss Bell's direction,
such illustrations as are needed, be purchased.
Class of 1887.—On the 15th of June with the usual public
literary exercises a class of nine young ladies was graduated.
The following was the programme :
Overturf:.—"Playful," Kela Be/a.
INVOCAriON.
Chorus.—"Last Day of School," Bordise.
F^SSAY.—Reformatory Measures. Maufjf. Bernice Perkins.
Essay.—The New Locksley Hall, Emma Louise Chase.
Essay.—Sensational Literature, Maud Vinall Julian.
Part Song.—"Joys of Spring," Abt.
Essay.—Lidustrial Training, Margaret Elizabeth Kelley.
Essay.—-'Prisioners of Poverty," (}race Eleanor Mallon.
Part Song.—"Sister Spirits Haste Away," Richards.
Essay.—"Sic Semper Tyrannis," Mary Handforth Wilkinson.
Essay.—"Those who Think Must Govern Those
that Toil," Bessie Peirce Ordvvav.
Music.—"Reminiscences of Jacobowski," IVicj^aiid.
Essay.—The Past and the Present of the Nation,
Eva Linwood Brown.




prayer. class song. benediction.
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Admissions.—As a rule the pupils who enter the school are
prepared to do the work required of them. For the older girls
there is a choice of several classes, some of which they can
join profitably. But the youngest can have no such op-
portunities. They must be prepared to do the work of the
first class or there is no place for them in the school.
The class entering the first grade this year was large, number-
ing 40. While a part were well fitted, many came to us
totally unprepared for their new studies. For such pupils as
well as for their teachers the work is hard and discouraging.
The entire class has been hindered in its progress. Little as
these scholars can accomplish in the first grade, the result is
still more unsatisfactory when they attempt the work of the
second year. Consequently there is nothing better than to re-
peat the work. But doing a year's work over again does
not remedy the evil of unperfect i^reparation. The lack of
sound drill in the rudiments will be felt for years.
The natural tendency from year to year has been to adapt
the starting point in the studies of the first class to the needs
of the poor scholars, thus lowering the grade of admission a
little each year. This must no longer be done. The
interests of the whole school demand that the stan-
dard of admission both in quality and quantity be grad-
ually raised. I earnestly call your attention to this
difficulty under which the Seminary is laboring, growing each
year more serious. I urge for some change the more strenu-
ously because I am confident that a higher and more rigorous
standard of admission would result in as much benefit to the
schools from which the young pupils come as to the Seminary.
Public Exercises.—Public rhetorical exercises were held in
the chapel at the end of the fall term, in which the older
pupils participated, and again this term by the younger pupils.
A musical exercise is proposed for the close of this
term. Such occasions are valuable as affording discipline to
the participants and an inducement for parents and friends to
visit the school.
ANNUAL REPORTS, 35
Condition of the Building.—By the efficient and faithful
service of Mr. Colcord and Mrs. Buker, our whole building has
been kept well warmed and in good order, adding not a little
to the comfort and cheerfulness of the school.
Conclusion.—With a deep sense of gratitude for the pros-
perity and encouraging prospects of the Seminary, I desire to
again express my heartfelt thanks to my associates and your
honorable board, for the co-operation that has made pleasant
and profitable the labors of another school year.
GEORGE N. CROSS.
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ROBINSON SEMINARY.
TREASURER'S REPORT.
To THE Trustees of the Robinson Female Seminary and
Selectmen of Exeter :
The undersigned, Treasurer of the Robinson Female Sem-
inary, submits the following report for the year ending Feb. 29,
1888:
RECEIPTS.
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I>rVESTMENT.
40 shares stock of the Bank of the
State of New York, subscribed
for at par, $4000 00
With American Investment Co., for
Western loans, 5220 18
2 Atchison, Topeka & S. F. collateral
Trust Bonds, 5's net, 1848 06
$11,068 24
SEMINARY GROUNDS.
Repairs on iron fence. $12 42
Lumber for walks, 25 64
PRINCIPAL S HOUSE.
Paid Exeter Water Works. $17 57
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The suit of the Bank of New York on the vahdity of munici-
pal taxes of national bank shares has been decided adversely to
the Banks and they have paid their taxes for years 1885, 1S86,
1887.
All the Securities have paid regular dividends.
The Funds in hands of Seminary are as follows, viz :
Piir. Market Value.
Municipal, County and Railroad
Bonds,
Note of Hand,
Delaware & Hudson Canal stock.
Railroad Stock,
Notes secured by Mortgages,
New York Bank Stock,
Notes of Town of Exeter,
$30,000 00 $33,160 00
1,000 00 1,000 00
50,000 00 54,000 00
5,000 00 6,250 00
21,150 00 21,150 00
44.700 00 78.965 00




JOHN E. GARDNER, Treasurer.
Exeter, March 6, 1888.
We have examined the foregoing account from March i.
1887, to March i, 1888, and find the same correctly cast and
properly vouched ; and we find a balance in the hands of the
treasurer, March i, 1888, of twelve hundred and eighty-six dol-
lars and one cent.
(;E0. W. FURNALD,) Committee





The Comniilee on the Town I.ibrary submit the following
statement of receipts and expenditures during the past year :
RECEIPTS.
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It will be seen from the foregoing figures that the interest
on the bequest of the late Charles A. Merrill has been used for
the first time in the purchase of books. The wish of the donor
that works of permanent value should alone be bought
has been regarded to the best of the Committee's ability.
Seventy-four volumes, of real interest and value to students of
literature and theoretical and applied science, have been bought,
and in manyxases have already rendered good service to our
citizens. Care has been taken in the selection of works for
the Merrill department (all purchases with the fund being
specifically labeled) to ensure the greatest good of the greatest
number. Extravagantly high priced books, and those whose
interest is restricted to a few, have been passed by, but many
of the Merrill fund purchases, had ordinary retail rates been
paid, would have cost the mass of buyers more than they would
care to expend, or more than the Town appropriation would
justify. As further interest from the Merrill fund will not be
payable until July, the Committee has reserved about S45 of
the interest already paid for the purchase of important volumes
that may l)e issued between now and midsummer.
A Town Library is designed both for the entertainments of
readers in general, and for the specific wants of the studious.
By the terms of the Merrill bequest, standards are to be chosen.
Under the general appropriation voted by the town about two
hundred volumes, mostly popular without being trashy, have
been bought ; thus bringing the aggregate of volumes on our
shelves to about 6,300. I'his number is exclusive of many
valuable public documents furnished by the government. The
rapid accession of new books rendered necessary the erection
of additional shelves during the winter just past, and at the
present rate of increase these will soon be filled. The growing
numbers and genuine pecuniary as well as literary value of
contents of the Library emphasize the importance of the early
provision, through the liberality of some citizen or citizens, of a
fire-proof library building, and accommodations for those wishing
to consult works of reference without carrvinof them awav.
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During last summer Miss Georgie Shute resigned the ofifice
of Librarian whose duties she had discharged to entire satis-
faction during several years. Miss Fanny Moulton was appointed
to succeed her. She was not without experience in library
matters, and through her six months of service has given the
Committee every reason to satisfied with their choice.
The Committee would recommend the usual appropriation
of five hundred dollars ($500) for the ensuing year. All of
which is respectfully submitted.




JOHN A. BROWN, ) Library
Exeter, March i, 1888.
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SCHOOL RF.PORT.
To iHE Town ok Kxkh-r :
In previous years the custom has been to incorporate the
report ot the School Board in the annual town report. As our
financial school year ends with the close ot the schools in
March, which is after the time for holding town meeting, the
report can include only the first two terms, or, as was the case
until last year, omit the itemized account of expenses alto-
gether. Again the School Board each year have numerous re-
quests for their report from the different towns and cities in this
state as well as from those in other states, and it seems absurd
to send away the bulky town report to parties who are inter-
ested in only a small percentage of its pages. In consideration
of the above reasons the School Board have thought it best to
print their report after the schools for the year have closed and
so be in a position to offer to the people of Exeter a complete
account of their stewardship. But as the law requires some
kind of a report at the annual town meeting, a recapitulation
of expenses for two terms will be found appended :








A report, with itemized account of expenses from March
,
1887, to March, 1888, and with plans and recommendations in
regard to the proposed new school house will be printed and
ready for distribution some days before the school meeting.
JOHN D. LYMAN,






YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1887.



















































































S amuel Scwa nl
Edmund Thuiston
Cnarlis II. j!>taples
Frederick A. I uun
Abbott L. Carlisle
Max F inhcpir




John v\ . Somes
Morris L'^ndon
Tliomas Evans
V iUi m Mullen
Chii-tophir Elliott
C'haj les G (xioca
f ...n R Button
Georjje L. S o>vt 1
George I!. 1 loip r
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Frances A. We^ ks
Sarah E. D. ^pencer
Marie Dejouti
jju ia S. Drowne
I Ellen Brown





























































































































































































54 Deaths Registered in the Town of Exeter,
N. H., FOR



